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Geothink continues to explore and articulate
new open data research with wide audiences

In This Issue

Geothink&Learn

In this issue, we celebrate the start of a new year by reflecting upon five successful Ge-

Research spotlights

othink&Learn webinars and highlighting exciting new Geothink research.

We catch up with Geothink Co-Applicant Teresa Scassa about her work on data deficits Student spotlight
in the sharing economy; Geothink Collaborator Muki Haklay about his new open course
on Citizen Science; former Geothink student Julia Conzon about her recent appointment Publications

at Employment and Social Development Canada; and other grant news.
Research themes
We would like to thank all our partners, co-applicants and students for participating in

and contributing to ongoing Geothink research. Contact list

[Cover image courtesy of: forescout-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com]
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Geothink&Learn webinars continue to bring
together researchers and public audiences

We have enjoyed five successful Ge-
othink&Learn webinars so far that
brought together the grant’'s co-
applicants, partners, collaborators, stu-
dents and public to learn and share. The
sessions have highlighted Geothink’s
unique interdisciplinary perspective
and continue to cover a wide range of
ideas from our faculty and students.

“A big part of the Geothink grant has
been about engaging our partners and
engaging a broader audience,” Geothink
Head Renee Sieber, associate professor
in McGill University’s Department of
Geography and School of Environment,
said. “That's why the Geothink&Learn
webinars are so important.

“We try as much as possible to get rid of
the jargon and to speak in a way that
the public, our stakeholders and gov-
ernment officials can understand,” she
added. “We want to make this content
useful to them, so they can take the
theory and put it into practice”.

We caught up with Geothink Project
Manager Sonja Solomun and Postdoc-
toral Researcher Drew Bush to further
discuss how the series has been re-
ceived so far.

Geothink: We're now at the midway
point in the Geothink&Learn webinar
series. How has the reception been so
far?

Drew: I think it's been strong and it's
been building up. We've heard from the
panelists who've taken part that they've
been really excited about the format,
about the audiences we've been having
and how lively the question and answer
sessions have been. Each session we've
seen an increase in the number of at-
tendees who are taking part as listen-
ers. We went from starting out in the
low twenties to having around 40 or 50
people on the calls, and now in our up-
coming one we have over 100. So I think

)

Geothink’s webinars have covered topics from the future of open data to governing

artificial intelligence. [Image courtesy of www.digitaltrends.ca |

it's been well received so far.

Sonja: It’s also been great to see the
diversity of participants grow - we've
had increasing participation from mu-
nicipal staff and academic and non prof-
it attendees from the United States and
United Kingdom joining us. This has
especially contributed to the lively
question and answer sessions, which
are always strengthened by different
perspectives, but is also an indication of
the international scope of our partner-
ship.

Geothink: What sort of dynamic have
you seen in each session?

Drew: There have been a set of really
interesting issues so far, and I think
what has been nice is the diversity of
viewpoints that have been represented
by the different panelists. So while
they're all talking on a similar topic,
there have been very different research
perspectives represented and I think
this is a hallmark of Geothink. It has
made for really dynamic discussions
that have brought in different ideas and
different groups.

And for the people attending it has
made it so that the question and answer
sessions are quite lively. And I think
that's a really nice attribute of this as
well; that we really are bringing what
Geothink researchers have been work-
ing on in the last few years to a broader
audience. We're involving them in the
discussion in some of the outcomes of
the grant, as well as bringing in outside
experts who work on these topics.

Sonja: The amazing thing about these
events is that they have spurred in-
sights and connections that continue
beyond the hour long sessions—we’ve
received many requests for emails of
our panelists from participants who
would like to reach out and connect
further.

Geothink: How have different groups
benefited from the series so far?

Drew: I think the point of these Ge-
othink&Learns has been to bring what
the grant has been working on for these
five years to a broad audience, both in
terms of the sessions themselves as well
as the recordings we make to put


http://www.mcgill.ca/geography/home-page
http://www.mcgill.ca/geography/home-page
http://www.mcgill.ca/mse/

Geothink Canada Newsletter | Issue 13 Winter 2018

online. It's really bringing this infor-
mation, research, and interesting work
that's taking place in the partnership to
this audience.

Sonja: It’s also been especially exciting
to have municipal, non-profit and public
sector speakers inform our insights in
academia. That's really what it's about:
Using our platform to provide practical
and actionable value.

Drew: And I think Geothink is really
grounded in these practical applications,
a lot of the work that the researchers do.
So it's very relevant to the people who are
listening and [ think that's really im-
portant.

Geothink: We’re there any unexpected
challenges you faced along the way?

Sonja: Possibly making sure the plat-
form can accommodate over 100 partici-
pants—I think our most recent session
had just under 150 registrants.

Drew: I don't think there have been
major challenges per se. Initially we did
wonder how well the technology (the
Zoom Video Conferencing) would work.
And of course the first time we did our
first session we had to feel our way
through, to make sure it was going to go
well. But even that first session I think ran

pretty smoothly and got a good reception
from the people that were involved.

Geothink: What have we got to look
forward to for the rest of the Ge-
othink&Learn series?

Sonja: [ can give you a few sneak peaks
such as panelists from Australia and the
United Kingdom. So we're definitely ex-
panding the audience and reach of our
webinars.

Drew: We have three more Ge-
othink&Learns coming before the grant
wraps up. The next one is going to be on
urban intelligence in February. We have a
really interesting and international panel
of speakers who are going to take part in
the discussions.

You can catch up on Geothink’s past webi-
nars on Geothink’s Youtube Channel and
keep up to date on the future Ge-
othink&Learn schedule on Geothink’s
website.

We would like to thank the partners, co-
applicants and students for their participa-
tion in the Geothink&Learn series.

The next Geothink&Learn will
be held on Feb 7 at 12:00 (EST)

Join us on Thursday, February 7 at
12:00 (EST) as Geothink.ca will
host its sixth monthly Ge-
othink&I.earn video conference
session on the topic of Public Par-
ticipation and Urban Intelligence.
The panel brings together academ-
ic, non-profit and municipal experts
in the fields of smart cities, open
data, urban planning and geomatics

Click to register

[Image courtesy of forescout.com]

Geothink&Learn 5 Recap: The Data of Social Justice

On Friday, January 26, Geothink held its fifth Geothink&Learn video conference session on the topic of the data of social justice.

The panelists discussed a range of issues on this topic and explored the opportunities, challenges, and implications of geospatially

referenced big data, with a focus on its application in cities across the world.

Jon Corbett - Open data in social justice
Increasingly open data are being used to
support social justice, issues. However,
for many communities the moments
when the data is of tangible benefit rarely
justify a continued impetus to mine,
scrape and make sense of the changing
dataset. Professor Corbett poses the ques-
tion: is open data for social justice being
design driven, or is it framed around spe-
cific needs?

o~

‘e
-

1 W

“I think that there’s a huge op-

portunity in the realm of Web
2.0 and new technologies to
address social justice related
issues, but I think we need to
be a lot more purposeful about
how we go about it.”



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3qKxQnRAac3jyHHazflwyg
http://geothink.ca/geothinklearn/
http://geothink.ca/geothinklearn/
http://geothink.ca/geothinklearn-6-public-participation-urban-intelligence/
http://geothink.ca/geothinklearn-6-public-participation-urban-intelligence/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dP3sskY7SYmjxWuYBhqaow
https://forescout-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/iot-control-blog.jpg
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Rob Feick - Citizens as (geo) data
sources: implications for social justice
Professor Feick explored the emerging
role of the citizen as a data producer, and
the implications for equity in community
participation. In this context, he asked:
How can we apply these new data-driven
analysis methods to community decision
making in Canada, while safeguarding
equity, well-being and individuals’ oppor-
tunities?

Victoria Fast - The data of social justice
in Smart Cities

Drawing on research themes related to
smart and socially just cities, spatial and
open data infrastructure, and accessibility
analytics, Fast discussed how smart spa-
tial accessibility can enable more equita-
ble access to digital mobility services.
More broadly, she asked: How can emerg-
ing technologies be leveraged to benefit
all Canadians, including Canadians living

Joanna Redden - Social justice implica-
tions of Datafication

Redden argued that as governments make
more use of big data systems and artificial
intelligence, there is need for greater
transparency, accountability and means
for citizen interventions. She drew upon
two ongoing research projects; the first
investigates the Government of Canada’s
uses of big data and the second is a trans-
national study of data harms.

Alessandra Renzi: - Pokémon GO and
Three Kinds of Capture

Renzi discussed the results of a research-
creation project carried out in Jakarta,
Indonesia with the Urban Poor Consorti-
um. The collaboration involved the collec-
tion and visualization of data about flood-
ing and evictions of informal settlements.
Her case study shows how the urban poor
are creatively engaging in data produc-
tion and mobilization.

“We learned a lot more about
the challenges in our use of
geospatial data—and use of
geospatial technologies—to
represent differences in
society.”

“The smart city promise rests on
the idea that more and better in-
formation and communication
technologies can make cities
“smarter”. However, many smart
city technologies inequitably
serve society, and notably under-
serve people with disabilities.”

“We need more transparency
that focuses not just on open
data and making more data
accessible, but more transpar-
ency in relation to practices
and processes.”

“The project points framing of
data justice in a way that is
transparent, horizontal and
that really values the input of
the people who are the subject
of the data.”
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Research spotlight: Teresa Scassa explores
data deficits in the sharing economy

Geothink Co-Applicant Te-
resa Scassa recently pub-
lished her work on data
deficits

Parts of this story were adapted from a
post on Teresa Scassa’s personal blog,
which can be found here.

In her recently published paper titled
‘Data deficits and the regulation of the
sharing _economy,’  Geothink  Co-
Applicant Teresa Scassa, the Canada
Research Chair in Information Law at
the University of Ottawa, explores ten-
sions over access to and use of Airbnb’s
housing data.

The sharing economy exemplified by
Airbnb’s platform is premised on the
idea of matching seekers of temporary
accommodation to those with excess
space. In her recent work, Scassa exam-
ined some of the challenges to this char-
acterisation and the problems it can
pose for governments, civil society and
researchers.

“My paper explores the impact of a com-
pany such as Airbnb on cities from the
perspective of data,” she writes on her
online blog. “I argue that platform-
based, short-term rental activities have
a fundamental impact on what data are
available to municipal governments who
struggle to regulate in the public inter-
est—as well as to civil society groups
and researchers that attempt to under-
stand urban housing issues.”

Scassa’s paper explores the impacts
sites such as Airbnb have on more heav-
ily regulated short-term accommodation
providers and on local governments

who are concerned with the availability
and affordability of long-term housing.

“The impacts of platform companies are
therefore not just disruptive of incum-
bent industries,” Scassa said. “They dis-
rupt planning and regulatory processes
by masking activities and creating data
deficits. My paper considers some of the
currently available solutions to the data
deficits, which range from self-help type
resources such as data scraping to en-
tering into data-sharing agreements
with the platform companies. I argue
that further action may be required by
governments to ensure their data needs
are adequately met”.

The data deficit problem, Scassa writes,
mirrors a larger shift represented by
technologies such as Airbnb that trans-
fer control over different types of data
from public to private hands.

“Ensuring the ability of governments
and civil society to collect, retain, and
share data of a sufficient quality to both
enable and to enhance governance,
transparency, and accountability should
be priorities for municipal govern-
ments,” Sacasa said. “And it should also
be supported by law and policy at pro-
vincial and federal levels.”

Geothink spoke with Scassa to further
explore the data deficit challenges facing
cities. An edited transcript of this inter-
view follows.

Geothink: Could you explain how the
technology industry is disrupting regu-
latory systems by creating data deficits?

Scassa: There are a whole number of
different ways in which people are con-
cerned that these short-term rental plat-
forms have an impact on issues that are
important to cities and the people who

Teresa Scassa, Canada Research Chair in

Information Law at the University of
Ottawa .

live within them. But in order to make
those arguments convincingly, there's a
need for data. And it's actually quite
difficult to get accurate or fully formed
data from Airbnb about the nature and
extent of the number and type of units
that are available. That creates a data
deficit because regulators don't really
have those numbers at their fingertips.

Geothink: Are we relying on the com-
panies themselves to make this data
accessible?

Scassa: They can basically circumvent
any city process so that data just isn't
available except from the company.
Some cities have started or tried to reg-
ulate, and part of what they've done is
create licensing or registration require-


http://www.teresascassa.ca/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=267:data-deficits-and-the-regulation-of-the-sharing-economy&Itemid=83
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3077996
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3077996
https://commonlaw.uottawa.ca/en/people/scassa-teresa
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ments. And [ think part of that is an at-
tempt to gather data, so that they have
some sense of who is renting what. So,
to some extent, regulation in that con-
text is a data gathering exercise.

Geothink: In what ways have govern-
ments have been tackling the data defi-
cit problem?

Scassa: In some jurisdictions where
they've introduced licensing and regis-
tration requirements, they have often
been simply ignored. And so it's not
really serving its data gathering function
because people are not complying with
it. Airbnb's approach to this sort of thing
has been that cities should come up with
light forms of regulation that don't im-
pose an additional burden. In some cas-
es—for example in San Francisco—after
a lot of skirmishing between the compa-
ny and government, the ultimate solu-
tion was arrived at that registration or
licensing would happen through the
Airbnb platform, and it would be a data
exchange with the city through the plat-
form. And maybe ultimately that's the
most effective way to ensure that there
is accurate data but it's an individually
negotiated solution.

Geothink: What have been the im-
pacts on local governments and citizens

if this data isn't available?

Scassa: There are a lot of people

who've used Airbnb data to try and fig-
ure out what's happening, and to under-
stand what's going on in communities.
This is the way some of these data needs
are being met, essentially through data
scraping. So, it's less than ideal in the
sense that there are all these potential
methodological problems: Data that
might not be available by scraping that
would be useful to have. There may be
errors that are introduced—so it's not a
perfect solution but it is one of the solu-
tions that's out there.

Geothink: Are there any issues faced
by governments using data scraping to
meet data needs?

Scassa: Usually governments are not
scraping the data themselves, they're
hiring consultants or using data that's
been scraped by other people. So, in that
sense, they're using third party data.
And because it may have been scraped
from the website explicitly contrary to
the terms of use, there are legality as-
pects.

Geothink: Are data deficits a cross-
industry issue?

Scassa: | think they are and in very
complex ways because all of those oper-
ations are very data intensive. And those
companies are put in a position where
they can gather all kinds of data about
their customers and their preferences

and activities and so on. So, there's a lot
of data that's being collected by a lot of
different private sector companies.
Airbnb is a little bit different because
they’'re a company that has to hang a lot
of its data out in public space. There are
some platforms that by their very nature
have to make a lot of their data publical-
ly accessible in order to work. In either
event, these companies are collecting a
lot of information and that information
has a real commercial value.

Geothink: What can we expect to see
in the future?

Scassa: It's certainly interesting to
see how this is shifting and shaping rela-
tionships. One of the things you see now
is cities starting to buy some of that data
from companies in order to do their own
planning work. And to develop their
own services. And so, in effect, custom-
ers are using these things. And then the
data is being harvested and then being
sold back to the governments of the
cities they live in, using their own tax
payers’ dollars. So, there are certainly
some interesting relationships there
that are really worth exploring.

You can read the original blog post on
Prof Scassa’s personal website at
www.teresascassa.ca/. You can follow her
work on law, privacy and open data on

Twitter @TeresaScassa

Platform-based, short-term rental activities have a fundamental impact on what data are available to municipal governments who

struggle to regulate in the public interest. [[mage courtesy of www.publicaffairsnews.com |


http://www.teresascassa.ca/
https://twitter.com/TeresaScassa
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Current Projects: Muki Haklay and UCL
ExCiteS launch Citizen Science open course

The course introduces
students to the theory and
practice of citizen science
and scientific
crowdsourcing

Citizen science is a hot topic these
days—particular when it makes use of
crowdsourcing efforts to aid scientists,
researchers and governments. Such
crowdsourced projects emphasize pub-
lic involvement in the discovery of new
knowledge, and can involve one person
or millions in collaborating towards a
common goal. Yet the theory and prac-
tice of citizen science projects that uti-
lize crowdsourcing may not always be
apparent to those taking part.

Now there’s a place to get answers on
citizen science and crowdsourcing
thanks to Geothink Collaborator Muki

The course introduces its students to the theory and practice of citizen science and sci-

entific crowdsourcing.

Haklay, a professor of Geographic Infor-
mation Science in the Department of
Geography at University College London,
and the Extreme Citizen Science group
(ExCiteS) he leads. This past January 11,
Haklay and the ExCiteS research team
launched an 11 week online and face-to-

| face course titled "Introduction to Citi-

Muki Haklay, professor of Geographic In-
formation Science in the Department of

Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engi-
neering, University College London.

zen Science and Scientific Crowdsourc-

ing.

The course introduces students to the

| theory and practice of citizen science

and scientific crowdsourcing. It also
explores the history, theoretical founda-
tions, and practical aspects of designing
and running citizen science projects.

“The long term thinking is that as this
area becomes more professionalised
and there is more knowledge in the area,

. both practitioners and students need to

learn about it,” Haklay said. “This area is
growing. And we can now spread the
knowledge we have—after 10 years of
people writing about these topics—and
have enough knowledge to share.”

“The other fascinating thing about citi-

zen science and scientific crowdsourcing
is that although it has a lot of geography
and GIS, it's not just for GIS people.”
Haklay added. “You have people from
astrophysics, to conservation, to chemis-
try, and anything in between. We even
have contacts from the United Kingdom
Cat Conservation Trust. So you want
something that's wide and inviting to
people but that doesn’t assume any pri-
or knowledge.”

So far, the course has attracted a large
number of participants and received
positive feedback.

“We have comments from around 380
people from all over the world,” Haklay
said. “Many of them practitioners, some
of them students, some of them at differ-
ent levels, and they're all showing inter-
est. The great thing about citizen science
is that a lot of material is free, so it just
perfectly fitted for it to be an open
course.”

By taking account of a wide range of
perspectives, the course also serves
practitioners hoping to use crowdsourc-



http://www.ucl.ac.uk/excites/people/academic-staff/muki-haklay
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/excites/people/academic-staff/muki-haklay
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/excites
http://www.togetherscience.eu/blog/introducing-a-new-open-online-course-introduction-to-citizen-science-and-scientific-crowdsourcing
http://www.togetherscience.eu/blog/introducing-a-new-open-online-course-introduction-to-citizen-science-and-scientific-crowdsourcing
https://extendstore.ucl.ac.uk/product?catalog=UCLXICSSCJan17
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ing principles in organisation and gov-
ernmental settings.

“From the research that Geothink has
done it’s clear that at the organisational
end point there are perceptual barriers
to accepting materials and methods
within government,” he added. “And it
makes sense because organisations that

are used to top-down are really not al-
ways used to bottom-up or to
crowdsourcing.”

Haklay’s new course supplies a strong,
actionable foundation to support scien-
tific crowdsourcing in a range of fields.

“By providing the material, giving it le-

What is Citizen Science?

“Citizen science is the participation of members of the public in

scientific projects, including the engagement of a large group of

people in the creation of new scientific knowledge

(crowdsourcing).

1,00.00

“The module explores the history, theoretical foundations, and

practical aspects of designing and running citizen science pro-

jects. By the end of the course, you will experience citizen sci-

ence and be familiar with the academic literature in this area.“

— Taken from the course description of UCL’s ‘Introduction to

Citizen Science & Scientific Crowdsourcing’.

gitimacy and sharing the knowledge that
exists in the field about the characteris-
tics, it makes it possible for people to
actually use it,” Haklay said.

More information about the course can
be found on the UCL course page. More
on Muki Haklay’s citizen science work
can be found on Twitter @mbhaklay.
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Geothink Canada on
YouTube

Catch up with past Geothink
webinars, talks, interviews
and more on our YouTube
channel.

Subscribe to keep up to date
on our latest releases.



https://extendstore.ucl.ac.uk/product?catalog=UCLXICSSCJan17
https://twitter.com/mhaklay
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3qKxQnRAac3jyHHazflwyg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3qKxQnRAac3jyHHazflwyg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3qKxQnRAac3jyHHazflwyg
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Student Spotlight: A catch up with former
Geothink student Julia Conzon

Former Geothink student
Julia Conzon tells us about
her exciting career
trajectory since graduating
from McGill University

By Julia Conzon

My career path that led me to my cur-
rent job has been informed by several
seminal academic, professional, and
personal experiences since graduation
from McGill University in May 2016.
McGill University Associate Professor
Renee Sieber's courses expanded my
understanding of how humans, space,
and technology interact. It also inspired
me to pursue a career that could com-
bine my background in Geography, Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) and
Anthropology.

After 1 graduated, I worked with Ge-
othink and Johns Hopkins University's
Center for Government Excellence
(GovEx) as an assistant researcher and
web developer on the Open Data Stand-
ards Directory. I also worked on a short-
term contract job with Open North and
Publish What You Pay Canada. Without a
background in software engineering or
computer science, I had to learn a lot on
my own. But the continuous support
from my employers, clients and mentors
allowed me to remain focused and moti-
vated.

After networking at conferences, hold-
ing open mapping workshops, and cod-
ing daily, I eventually took on two addi-
tional opportunities during 2017: One in
Ottawa with Statistics Canada and the
other in Ayacucho, Peru, with Mapbox.

At Statistics Canada, I worked on a pro-
ject that assessed whether crowdsourc-
ing could be used as an official data col-
lection method for the national statisti-
cal agency. The project aimed to collect
one open database of all building foot-

prints (and attributes) in Ottawa and |

Gatineau by engaging with citizens to
map on OpenStreetMap (OSM).

The project has now expanded into the
Building Canada 2020 (BC2020) com-
munity-led initiative. BC2020 aims to
map all building footprints in Canada on
OSM by 2020. To get the ball rolling, I
connected with Canadian academics,
including some Geothink professors and
students, to host mapping events (AKA
mapathons)  during  OSMGeoWeek
(November 12-18 2017). Students were
educated about OSM and participated in
armchair mapping rural regions across
Canada. You can see the results from the
mapathons here!

After working with the government, I
had the exciting opportunity to spend 5
months working with Mapbox’s Data
Team in Ayacucho, a small town in the
middle of Peru. Here I learned how to
armchair map buildings and roads
across Canada and the United States. I
also developed validators for quality
assurance and I visualized data as inter-
active maps (check out my GitHub).

What's up for 20187 Well, most of my
work thus far developed my skills in
collecting, managing and visualizing
(mostly spatial) data. So my next route
is data-driven decision-making within
the Government of Canada. I have just
started a full-time position as a Data
Scientist at Employment and Social De-
velopment Canada. Here I will be work-
ing with mathematicians, linguists, stat-

Julia Conzon is a former Geothink stu-
dent and a graduate of McGill University

isticians, software engineers, computer
scientists and sociologists who use data
analytics to help streamline government
processes.

We develop models that can improve
the efficiency of a given issue within the
government to provide better services
to more Canadians. However, my exten-
sive reading has led me to be very wary
of “weapons of math destruction” in
algorithms, so I am taking a very cau-
tious and critical approach to what I am
learning and how I am applying the
knowledge. Feel free to check out my
progress through following me on Twit-
ter or my website!

My motivation and hard work have cer-
tainly led me to where I am today, but I
am also very thankful for the support I
received along the way from Geothink
and the open data community. Without
the support, I surely wouldn't be where |

am today.


http://datastandards.directory/
http://datastandards.directory/
https://www.mapbox.com/
http://airmail.calendar/2017-11-12%2012:00:00%20GMT-5
https://noznoc.github.io/bc2020-osmgeoweek2017/#4/54.32/-99.93
http://github.com/Noznoc/
https://twitter.com/julconz
https://twitter.com/julconz
http://www.juliaconzon.com/
http://airmail.calendar/2018-01-28%2012:00:00%20GMT-5
http://airmail.calendar/2018-01-28%2012:00:00%20GMT-5

Geothink Canada Newsletter | Issue 13 Winter 2018

Publications and Announcements

To increase awareness of the work happening at Geothink, we are reproducing calls for papers as well as announcements of new

knowledge mobilization projects such as books and journal special issues. This lets everyone know when work on a planned book or

paper is started. Partners are also invited to collaborate in writing. Not only are we including calls for papers or chapters for Ge-

othink-specific output, we are also including related calls for papers from Geothink researchers.

Daniel J. Paré, “Independent Report-
ing Mechanism (IRM) Preliminary
Review 2017: Ontario “

The Independent Reporting Mechanism
(IRM) carries out an annual review of
the activities of each government that
participates in OGP. As part of the pilot
status of the reports, the IRM is releas-
ing this early version of the review of
process and commitment form
(Specificity, Relevance, and Potential

Impact)...

https://www.opengovpartnership.org/
sites/default/files/Ontario IRM-
preliminary-review 2017 for-public-
comment.pdf

Roche, 2017. Geographic Information
Science III: Spatial Thinking, Interfac-
es and Algorithmic Urban Places -
Toward Smart Cities. Progress in Hu-
man Geography, 41(5): 657-666,
online first July 9th 2016, DOI:
10.1177/0309132516650352.

This third report examines interfaces as
a key element enabling spatial skills, and
development of new forms of digital
spatialities for smart cities...

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
abs/10.1177/0309132516650352

Bégin D., R. Devillers and S. Roche,
2017. Contributors’ Withdrawal from
Online Collaborative Communities,
the Case of OpenStreetMap, ISPRS
International  Journal of Geo-
Information.,340;

DOI1:10.3330/ijgi6110340.

This paper not only illustrates a formal
approach to assess withdrawals from
online communities, but also sheds new
light on contributors’ behavior, their life
cycle, and events that may affect the
length of their participation in such pro-
ject...

http://www.mdpi.com/2220-
9964/6/11/340

Scassa, T. (2017). Law Enforcement in
the Age of Big Data and Surveillance
Intermediaries: Transparency Chal-
lenges. SCRIPT-ed, 58(6), pp.67-284.

This paper examines how the public
sector reliance on purchased georefer-
enced data and analytics changes the
dynamics of transparency of govern-
ment action and calls for new measures
and approaches...

Read Professor Scassa’s blog article on
her personal website here.

https://script-ed.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/12/scassa.pdf

Bégin D., R. Devillers and S. Roche,
2017. Contributors’
collaborative online communities:

enrollment in

the case of OpenStreetMap, Geo-
spatial Information Science, DOI:
10.1080/10095020.2017.1370177

In order to identify the nature of events
that might have facilitated or hindered
enrollments in the OpenStreetMap
(OSM) project over time, we analyzed
the correlations between the number of
new participants and the events that

dotted its history...

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
abs/10.1080/10095020.2017.1370177

Urban and Regional Information Sys-
tems Association (URISA) Journal
(ISSN 1045-8077) . Volume 28

A special edition of the URISA Journal,
the peer-reviewed publication of the
Urban and Regional Information Sys-
tems Association, was published Decem-
ber 2017, featuring contributions from
many Geothink researchers.

Look out for our URISA feature in the
next edition of the Geothink Newsletter.

http://www.urisa.org/resources/urisa-

journal/
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Geothink Research Themes

Theme 1: Anywhere, Anyone, Anytime

We believe that the Web 2.0 and its associated technolo-
gies will dramatically shift the way cities talk to their
constituents and others. People can communicate with
cities from anywhere, outside of a jurisdiction, and at
any time, for example, which means outside formal ven-
ues like city council meetings. Anonymity implies that
you do not know the identity of the contributor. This
challenges traditional definitions of community, citizen,
and participation. We will evaluate the processes of
technology development and that impact on its city and
the citizen.

Theme 2: Spatial Authenticity, Accuracy,
and Standards

The moment you bring up volunteered geographic infor-
mation (VGI) (e.g., with Open 311), you worry about the
quality of data. This theme considers questions of data
structures, standards, and documentation practices used
by public agencies. The research produced also aims to
develop consensus on terminology, data standards, and
dissemination regarding the opening up of government
data and acceptance of VGI .

Theme 3: Laws, Norms, Rights and Code

Data related to governance is not simply a technical mat-
ter. Issues that are policy-related and legal in nature will
be a primary focus as we try to understand the way Ge-
oweb 1) fits within existing laws and policy, and 2)
shapes new policies and law. Specific legal domains of
interest are privacy, intellectual property, access to in-
formation, access to justice, and the interplay between
norms, codes and technology with regards to govern-
ance.

Theme 4: Open Everything

We will track municipal open data engagement over time,
theorize about the impacts of open data on governance, and
understand and develop best practices. We also have the op-
portunity to document these approaches and track the evolu-
tion of open data practices over time.

Theme 5: Social Justice

We will explore aspects of Geoweb - Society relationships as
they pertain to social justice. We will identify the success and
failures of Geoweb for community development. Using a case
study approach we will employ participatory research to
identify emerging concepts of place, the intersection of com-
munity, engagement and social justice, and accessibility to the
Geoweb.

Theme 6: Geoweb Political Economy

This theme will focus on understanding the political economy
of the Geoweb as it concerns ownership structures, institu-
tions, and policies. Power relationships between actors and
processes of inclusion and exclusion among social media own-

ers and users also will be our focus.
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Name of Organization City Province/State | Last/First Name Email
Centre for Law, Technology and Society . . . ) .
(University of Ottawa) Ottawa Ontario Saginur/Madelaine | Madelaine.saginur@uottawa.ca
Centre for Public Involvement .

. . i f .
(University of Alberta) Edmonton Alberta Cavanagh/Fiona | fiona.cavanagh@ualberta.ca
City of Edmonton Edmonton Alberta Chen/Yvonne yvonne.chen@edmonton.ca
City of Kitchener Kitchener Ontario Amaral/Nicole | NicoleAmaral@kitchener.ca
City of Ottawa Ottawa Ontario Giggey/Robert | Robert.Giggey@ottawa.ca
City of Toronto . .

. k @ .
(Information & Technology Metro Hall) Toronto Ontario McDonald/Keith | kmedonal@toronto.ca
City of Vancouver Vancouver | British Columbia Low/Linda linda.low@vancouver.ca
City of Victoria Victoria British Columbia Follis/Heather | hfollis@victoria.ca
City of Waterloo Waterloo Ontario Jacob/Chris chris.jacob@waterloo.ca
ESRI Canada Toronto Ontario Hall/Brent bhall@esri.ca
IBM Canada Limited Kingston Ontario Aldridge/Donald | daldridg@ca.ibm.com
The Neptis Foundation Toronto Ontario Burchfield/Marcy | mburchfield@neptis.org
Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Ottawa Ontario Millar-Chapman/ | Melanie.Millar-

Canada (OPC) Melanie Chapman@priv.ge.ca
Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) Kelowna British Columbia Sears/Anna anna.warwick.sears@obwhb.ca
Open North Inc. Montréal Quebec Landry/Jean-Noé |james@opennorth.ca
OpenStreetMap - US Chapter Salt Lake City Utah Van Excel/Martijn | m@rtijn.org
Ryerson Journalism Research . . . -

prillindgren@ryerson.
Centre (RJRC) Toronto Ontario Lindgren/April | aprillindgren@ryerson.ca
Sam_ International Technology Markham Ontario Sani/Aaron aaron.sani@gmail.com
Advisors Inc.
United States Geological Survey St. Petersburg Florida Poore/Barbara bspoore@usgs.gov
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Geothink Partners and Col

Winter 2018

aborators

Name of Organization City Province/State Last/First Name Email
eGovFutures Group Toronto Ontario Konga/Jury jkonga@sympatico.ca
North Carolina State University Raleigh North Carolina de Souza e Silva/Adriana | aasilva@ncsu.edu

Michigan State University

San Diego State University

University of Alberta
University of British Columbia

University of British Columbia

University of California
Santa Barbara

University College Dublin

University College London

University of New Brunswick

University of Washington

East Lansing
San Diego
Edmonton
Okanagan

Okanagan

Santa Barbara

Dublin

London

Fredericton

Seattle

Michigan
California

Alberta
British Columbia

British Columbia

California

Rep. Ireland

London

New Brunswick

Washington

Dietz/Tom

Jankowski/Piotr

Cavanagh/Fiona
Evans/Michael (Mike)

Foster/Stephen

Goodchild/Michael

Nedovic-Budic/Zorica

Haklay/Mordechai (Muki)

Coleman/Dave

Elwood/Sarah

tdietzvt@gmail.com

piotr@geography.sdsu.edu

fiona.cavanagh@ualberta.ca

mike.evans@ubc.ca

stephen.foster@ubc.ca

good@geog.ucsb.edu

zorica.nedovic-budic@ucd.ie

m.haklay@ucl.ac.uk

dcoleman@unb.ca

selwood@u.washington.edu
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Geothink Researcher Co-applicants

Co-applicants

Name of Organization

Email

Dr. Renee Sieber (PI)
Dr. Claus Rinner

Dr. Daniel Pare

Dr. Daren Brabham
Dr. Elizabeth Judge
Dr. Jonathan Corbett
Dr. Leslie Shade

Dr. Pamela Robinson
Dr. Peter Johnson
Dr. Robert Feick

Dr. Scott Bell

Dr. Stéphane Roche
Dr. Teresa Scassa

Alexander Aylett (in Remembrance)

McGill University
Ryerson University
University of Ottawa
University of Southern California
University of Ottawa
University of British Columbia
University of Toronto
Ryerson University
University of Waterloo
University of Waterloo
University of Saskatchewan
Université Laval
University of Ottawa

Institut National de la Recherche Scientifique

renee.sieber@mcgill.ca
crinner@ryerson.ca
dpar2@uottawa.ca
brabham@usc.edu

elizabeth.judge@uottawa.ca

jon.corbett@ubc.ca
leslie.shade@utoronto.ca
pamela.robinson@ryerson.ca
pa2johns@uwaterloo.ca

robert.feick@uwaterloo.ca

scott.bell@usask.ca

stephane.roche@scg.ulaval.ca

teresa.scassa@uottawa.ca

alexander.aylett@ucs.inrs.ca
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Geothink

Your participation in Geothink

Canada

N ew Sl etter For us to have the broadest impact with Geothink, we would greatly appreciate
your input. This can mean providing monthly contributions to our social media

Edited by: outlets, writing blog posts, research updates, and being involved in future events.

Sam Lumle If you wish to be involved in our media output, please contact the editor.

sam.lumley@mail.mcgill.ca

Website:
geothink.ca

@geothinkca

Twitter:

#geothink

@geothinkca #geoth] nk

Email: . .
geothink.ca@gmail.com geoth'lnk.ca@gmal l.com

805 Sherbrooke West
Burnside Hall

McGill University
Department of Geography
Montréal, QC

Canada

H3A 3R8

£ Geothink
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